
From April 25-27, 2003, Zogby International surveyed likely
Iowa caucus-goers who will cast important votes next Janu-
ary as the presidential balloting begins. This latest round of
polling contains good news for Dick Gephardt, who went
from 19% in the January Zogby survey to 25% now. Con-
versely, Joe Lieberman had a bad four months, plummeting
from 17% to 9%. The remaining candidates either had mod-
est gains or stayed stagnant. John Kerry went from 11% to
13%; Howard Dean climbed from 2% to 6%; Bob Graham
inched up from .03% to .08%. John Edwards and Al Sharpton
experienced slight erosions in their support. Carol Moseley
Braun, who was not included in the January survey, re-
ceived just 1%.

It is early, and much will happen between now and next
January when the caucuses convene. But there are distinct
differences emerging between backers of the two leading
contenders: Dick Gephardt and John Kerry. Among Demo-
crats, Gephardt leads with 27% to Kerry’s 14%. But when
independents are asked to choose, Gephardt’s support is
halved to 13%; and the race is a dead heat, with Kerry at 11%.

The Old Democratic Base
Gephardt brings considerable strengths to the Iowa race.
His strongest supporters are those aged 65 or older (32%).
He also draws well among Catholics (27%), those who have
completed a high school education (27%), union members
(28%), blue-collars (27%), and those earning between $25,000
and $30,000 annually (26%). In short, what Gephardt has
done is to rally the old Democratic base—i.e., blue-collars,

AN INDEPENDENT SURVEY OF TRENDS AFFECTING ELECTIONS, GOVERNMENT AND BUSINESS May 26, 2003Vol. 19, No. 10

ISSN 0887-171X  © 2003 THE POLLING REPORT, INC. • Published twice a month • $195 for one year, $330 for two years
P.O. Box 4369, Santa Barbara, CA  93140 • E-MAIL: editor@pollingreport.com • WEB: www.pollingreport.com

Continued on page 7

Michigan

After Iraq: Arab Americans
Reassess President Bush

by Ed Sarpolus

Iowa

Gephardt, Kerry and the
Democrats’ Class Divide

by John Kenneth White and John Zogby

It has been nearly three years since the last presidential
election, when nearly 70% of Arab Americans voted for
George W. Bush. Based on the results of a recently released
EPIC/MRA survey of 500 Arab Americans in Michigan,
conducted May 8-13, 2003, it appears more than time has
passed.

This survey is a follow-up to an almost identical poll
conducted in October 2001, right after 9/11. As they did in
the earlier survey, 47% of the current respondents said they
voted for Bush in 2000, with 17% voting for Al Gore and 7%
for another candidate (23% said they did not vote and 6%
were not sure).

When they were asked how they would vote in 2004,
only 19% said they would vote to reelect President Bush.
Another 23% are considering someone else, 38% said they
would vote to replace Bush and 20% were undecided.

This drop in support comes with some passion and is not
just the respondents’ reaction to the war in Iraq. Among
these voters, the President’s overall job rating has dropped
from 76% “positive” in 2001 to 34% positive in the current
survey.

As is the case with the rest of America, the economy is
playing a major role in these voters’ opinion of the President.
Only 21% gave Bush a positive rating on his handling of the
economy, with 75% giving him a negative economic job
rating.

However, the President’s job rating on handling the war
in Iraq was definitely better than his rating on the economy,
with 45% of the Arab American respondents in Michigan
giving him a positive job rating here, compared to 50%
offering a negative rating. This high rating for his handling
of the Iraqi war is seconded by a 63% positive job rating for

Ed Sarpolus is vice president of the polling firm EPIC/MRA, in
Lansing, Michigan.

John Kenneth White is a professor of politics at the Catholic
University of America and author of The Values Divide: Ameri-
can Politics and Culture in Transition. John Zogby is president
and CEO of Zogby International and author of Decision 2002:
Why the Republicans Gained.
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California

GOVERNOR: Gray Davis (D)—Recall election
Public Policy Institute of California Statewide Survey. Sept. 9-17,
2003. Statewide:

“On October 7th, there will be a special election on whether to recall
Governor Davis from office. On this ballot, voters will be asked two
questions: first, whether Davis should be removed as governor, and second,
who from a list of 135 candidates should replace him if he is recalled. If the
election were held today, would you vote YES to remove Davis as governor
or NO to keep Davis as governor?” N=1,033 likely voters

Yes, No, Don’t
Remove Keep Know

% % %
9/9-17/03 53 42 5
8/8-17/03 58 36 6

Replacement Ballot Trial Heat (N=1,033 likely voters):
9/9-17 8/8-17

% %
Cruz Bustamante (D) 28 18
Arnold Schwarzenegger (R) 26 23
Tom McClintock (R) 14 5
Peter Camejo (Green) 3 3
Arianna Huffington (I) 2 3
Someone else 4 8
No one (vol.)/Don’t know 23 32
Bill Simon (R) n/a 4
Peter Ueberroth (R) n/a 4

 “Overall, do you approve or disapprove of the way that Gray Davis is
handling his job as governor of California?” N=2,001 adults

%
Approve 31
Disapprove 65
Don’t know 4

Los Angeles Times Poll. Sep. 6-10, 2003. N=922 likely voters
statewide:

“There will be a special election to recall Governor Davis on October 7th.
The recall ballot measure will consist of two parts. The first part will be a
YES or NO vote on whether to recall the governor. The second part will list
candidates running to replace Davis if he is recalled. If the October 7th
special recall election were being held today, would you vote YES to recall
Governor Davis or would you vote NO, not to recall Governor Davis?”

Yes, No, Don’t
Recall Keep Know

% % %
ALL 50 47 3
Men 57 41 2
Women 43 54 3
Non-Hispanic whites 53 44 3
Latinos 53 41 6

Replacement Ballot Trial Heat: ALL Dem. Ind. Rep.
% % % %

Cruz Bustamante (D) 30 57 24 4
Arnold Schwarzenegger (R) 25 10 14 45
Tom McClintock (R) 18 4 28 31
Peter Ueberroth (R) 8 8 5 9
Arianna Huffington (I) 3 3 7 1
Peter Miguel Camejo (Green) 2 2 4 -
Someone else 1 1 5 -
Wouldn’t vote 8 11 7 5
Haven’t heard enough (vol.) 1 1 - 2
Don’t know 4 3 6 3
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The Field Poll. Sept. 3-7, 2003. N=505 likely voters statewide:

“If you were voting today on the recall of Governor Davis, would you vote
YES to remove Davis from office or NO to keep Davis as governor?”

Yes, No, Don’t
Remove Keep Know

% % %
ALL 55 40 5
Democrats 23 73 4
Republicans 90 7 3
Non-partisans/Others 59 30 11
Men 58 38 4
Women 52 41 7

Replacement Ballot Trial Heat:
With Ueberroth supporters allocated, based on second choice:

%
Cruz Bustamante (D) 32
Arnold Schwarzenegger (R) 27
Tom McClintock (R) 14
Arianna Huffington (I) 3
Peter Miguel Camejo (Green) 2
Others 4
None 2
Undecided 16

BALLOT INITIATIVES
Public Policy Institute of California Statewide Survey. Sept. 9-17,
2003. N=1,033 likely voters statewide:

“Proposition 53 on the October 7th ballot, called the Funds Dedicated for
State and Local Infrastructure Legislative Constitutional Amendment,
generally dedicates up to 3% of General Fund revenues annually to fund
state and local (excluding school and community college) infrastructure
projects. The fiscal impact includes potential transfers of General Fund
revenues for state and local infrastructure of 850 million dollars in 2006–
2007, increasing to several billions of dollars in future years, under
specified conditions. If the election were held today, would you vote YES or
NO on Proposition 53?”

%
Yes 21
No 49
Don’t know 30

“(As you may know) Proposition 54 would prohibit state and local
governments from classifying any person by race, ethnicity, color, or
national origin. Various exemptions apply. The measure would not result in
a significant fiscal impact on state and local governments. If the election
were held today, would you vote YES or NO on Proposition 54?”

%
Yes 38
No 44
Don’t know 18

The Field Poll. Sept. 3-7, 2003. N=505 likely voters statewide:

“(As you know) Prop. 54 is the ‘Classification by Race, Ethnicity, Color or
National Origin’ initiative. It prohibits state and local governments from
classifying any person by race, ethnicity, color or national origin. Various
exemptions apply. If the election were being held today, and you were
voting on Proposition 54, would you vote YES or NO?”

No
Yes No Opinion

% % %
ALL 40 40 20
Men 41 41 18
Women 39 40 21
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